
 

 
 

Resolution from  

League of United Latin American Citizens 
Supporting  

Establishment of National Monuments Recognizing  

Latin American Culture and Heritage 
Including 

The Organ Mountains Desert Peaks Region of  

Doña Ana County, New Mexico 

 

 

WHEREAS, Latinos have lived on lands now comprising the United States for more than 400 

years, have a rich cultural heritage, and have made many important contributions to the culture 

and history of the United States;  

 

WHEREAS, President Barack Obama has used his authority under the Antiquities Act of 1906 

within the last year to designate two national monuments that recognize Latino and Hispanic 

heritage in the United States; 

 

WHEREAS, the first of these national monuments is the César E. Chávez National Monument 

in California which honors the extraordinary achievements and contributions to the history of the 

United States made by the late labor and civil rights leader César E. Chávez and the farm worker 

movement, and which protects his home and gravesite and the headquarters of the United Farm 

Workers of America known as Nuestra Señora Reina de la Paz;  

 

WHEREAS, the second of these national monuments is the Rio Grande del Norte National 

Monument in New Mexico which protects a dramatic landscape used for centuries by Hispanic 

Americans and their ancestors and recognizes their traditional land uses such as hunting, grazing, 

and collection of firewood and piñon nuts; 

 

WHEREAS, our nation must do more to ensure that its federal network of national monuments, 

parks, conservation lands, and other recognized sites appropriately and adequately recognizes the 

cultural heritage of American Latinos as part of our nation’s heritage;  

 

WHEREAS, one particular area where a rich Latino cultural heritage is intertwined with our 

nation’s federal public lands is the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks region in Doña Ana County, 

New Mexico;  

 

WHEREAS, cultural and historic features of the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks region 

important to American Latinos include: the Camino Real de Tierra Adentro, use of which dates 



 

back over 12,000 years; the Organ Mountains—Los Organos—whose majestic, craggy peaks 

provided springs for travelers along the Camino Real and signaled that they had entered another 

land; the northern boundary of the Gadsden Purchase which redefined the American-Mexico 

border; Spanish naming for many of the region’s prominent geographic features such as the 

Sierra de las Uvas, Picacho Peak, and the Potrillo, Robledo, and Doña Ana Mountains; and 

historic sites visited by Pancho Villa. 

 

WHEREAS, Latino elected officials, business owners, veterans, sportsmen, youth, activists, and 

conservationists have joined with diverse partners in Doña Ana County and from across New 

Mexico and out nation to support establishment of the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National 

Monument; 

 

WHEREAS, permanent protection of the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks is warranted and 

would be a fitting way to protect and honor our state’s Latino culture and heritage, as well as our 

state’s diverse citizens and cultures, and would ensure that this legacy is protected for our 

children and grandchildren and the generations that come after them; 

 

NOW, THEREORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the League of United Latin American Citizens 

conveys appreciation to President Obama for designating the César E. Chávez and Rio Grande 

del Norte national monuments and, furthermore, supports permanent protection of the Organ 

Mountains-Desert Peaks as a National Monument, either enacted by Congress through legislation 

or by the President through proclamation using his authority under the Antiquities Act. 

 
PASSED, ADOPTED, AND APPROVED this 22th day of June, 2013. 

 

 

Margaret Moran, President 

League of United Latin American Citizens 


