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View this Organ Mountains-Desert
Peaks story that aired on El Paso
station KDBC last week.

Happy Valentine's Day from
our nation's public lands!

Watch love in some of our country's
most beautiful places.
 

Still time to buy GILA art

More strides made for Organ
Mountains-Desert Peaks
NM Senate asks Obama for monument status
 
We're still hard at work for the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks
National Monument campaign, and we're happy to report that
there is continued statewide momentum.
 
Last week, members of the New Mexico State Senate wrote a
letter to President Obama asking him to designate the Organ
Mountains-Desert Peaks as a national monument by using the
Antiquities Act.
 
Read the letter
 

Urgent Action Needed Before 3 p.m.
Stop the Land Grab Bill, which transfers
federal public lands to the state
 
Today we still need your help to stop radical efforts that threaten
the Rio Grande del Norte, Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks,
Bosque del Apache, and 19 million more acres of our federal
public lands.

In the New Mexico State Legislature HB 292 and its companion
SB 404 (the Transfer of Public Lands Act) will be heard in the
House Health, Government & Indian Affairs Committee and
Senate Conservation Committees, respectively, TODAY.
 
YOUR ACTION NEEDED TODAY BEFORE 3 P.M.
 
Learn more and find contact information here.
 

SATURDAY: Udall, Heinrich & Luján
to Visit Taos County
Will Meet with Local Leaders to Discuss
Columbine-Hondo & Rio Grande del Norte
Conservation Efforts
 
U.S. Sens. Tom Udall, Martin Heinrich and Congressman Ben
Ray Luján will be in Taos on Saturday to meet with community
stakeholders and discuss their efforts to protect the Río Grande
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Prints available for purchase until
February 16 at 5 p.m.

516 ARTS and New Mexico
Wilderness Alliance present a joint
fundraising event to celebrate the
premiere of Guggenheim Fellow
Michael Berman’s new book, Gila:
Radical Visions, The Enduring
Silence. His black and white
photographs of the Gila Wilderness
offer a wordless exploration into this
complex and subtle landscape.
Complementing the stunning photos,
the book includes essays by Charles
Bowden, Philip Connors, Martha S.
Cooper, Dave Foreman, Alex Muñoz,
Sharman Apt Russell, M. H. Salmon,
Patrick Toomay and others, all
inspired by the Gila Wilderness.

More than 80 of Michael’s
photographs from the book will be
displayed at 516 ARTS until
February 16, 2013, as part of this
fundraising project. Learn more
here.

View the digital catalog.

NM Wild Online Auction
 
Featured Item: 1 night stay for two at
the Bishop's Lodge Ranch Resort and
Spa in Santa Fe.

Browse more items and bid online

del Norte. Sens. Udall and Heinrich will also highlight upcoming
legislation to protect the Columbine-Hondo.
 
The meeting will take place at Rivers and Birds in Arroyo Seco
and is being hosted by Roberta Salazar, Founder and Executive
Director of Rivers and Birds, and John Olivas of the New Mexico
Wilderness Alliance.
 
The gathering will serve as an opportunity for local leaders to
share why the protection of these areas is important for the local
communities and for the delegation to provide an update on their
legislative efforts.
 
Last Thursday, the federal lawmakers reintroduced a bill to
establish the Río Grande del Norte Conservation Area to protect
more than 240,000 acres of BLM-managed lands in Taos and
Rio Arriba Counties. Thank them now with a free fax.
 
Read more
 

Featured Hike
Aden Lava Flow, March 3

This is an easy to moderate hike in one of Doña Ana County’s
least-known treasures—the Aden and Afton Lava Flows. Rich
vegetation, diverse wildlife, and mysteriously twisting lava flows
make this an entrancing hike.
 
Join us!
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starting March 25!

Volunteers
 
NM Wild is looking for volunteers who
can help with office tasks and/or
events in 2013. Please contact
tina@nmwild.org if you are interested.
 
Sandia Wilderness is looking for help
to install new Wilderness Kiosks at
trailheads. Please contact
tisha@nmwild.org if you are
interested in helping. This project will
involve manual labor and will be
scheduled between February and
April 2013.
 

The women from NM Wild's Albuquerque office spent a great
day together in the Sandias last week.

Check out these upcoming events
and view more on our online calendar!

 

 
Aden Lava Flow
March 3, 2013
Las Cruces Area
 
Description: This is an easy to moderate hike in one of Doña Ana County’s least-known treasures—the
Aden and Afton Lava Flows. Rich vegetation, diverse wildlife, and mysteriously twisting lava flows make this
an entrancing hike. Last year, hikers were treated to an extended viewing of a resident javelina family. Just
forty-five minutes south of Las Cruces, this incredible hike is a unique opportunity for a comfortable March
day.
 
SIGN UP
 

A Conversation with Jack Loeffler and Bill DeBuys
March 21, 2013
Santa Fe

Join the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance for an evening with Jack Loeffler and Bill DeBuys–two of the most
important voices for conservation in the Southwest today. After this unique presentation, both Loeffler and
DeBuys will be available for a book signing. Books from both authors will be available for purchase at the
event thanks to participation from Collected Works Bookstore.
 
Learn more and purchase your ticket
 

 
Map and Compass Course with Michael Grady
Thursday, March 28 AND Saturday, March 30, 2013
Ojito Wilderness
 
Description: Learn map and compass navigation from one of the best. Michael Grady has hiked off-trail in
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New Mexico, using only map and compass, since 1984. He is a past president of the New Mexico Mountain
Club and teaches map and compass navigation for the Mountain Club and for UNM Continuing Education. 
Participants must be able to hike cross country in rough terrain for at least six miles. Please bring your own
food, rain gear, sunscreen, and pack with a minimum of three liters of water. You will need a pair of good
hiking boots that have been broken in (this will minimize any foot pain or discomfort on the hike). Please
also bring a base-plate compass with adjustable declination. Maps will be provided.
 
Learn more and sign up

 
Heart Bar Ranch
March 30-31, 2013
Heart Bar Ranch near the Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument

The Project: Please join us in the heart of the Wild Gila to help restore wetlands along the West Fork of the
Gila River. The New Mexico Department of Game and Fish purchased this property to protect its riparian
habitat and retire 92,000 acres of the beautiful Gila Wilderness from grazing. Working with environmental
scientist Matt Schultz from the New Mexico Environment Department,we will plant willow poles to provide
shade and decrease erosion along the riverbanks. The rich bird life includes the common black hawk
(threatened in New Mexico), towhees, warblers, jays, grosbeaks,sapsuckers, flickers, herons,
woodpeckers,and turkeys. This special place is also home to coyotes, rarely seen mountain lions and
bobcats,beavers, deer, and elk. There will be plenty of time to soak in the nearby hot springs and explore
the Gila Cliff Dwellings and the Gila Wilderness.
 
SIGN UP
 

 
Rimrock Ramble
March 30, 2013
Las Cruces area
 
Description of hike: This is a moderately difficult hike to the Sierra de Las Uvas mountains, northwest of
Las Cruces. A cultural crossroads, the Sierra de Las Uvas saw the Apache Wars, the Butterfield Stage, and
archaic cultures traverse the beautiful canyons and sweeping mountain grasslands that make this range a
true New Mexican treasure. Our rimrock ramble will bring us to the top of the broad, grassy peaks where
views stretch south into Mexico, west to Cooke’s Peak and the Black Range of the Gila, east to Sierra
Blanca, and north to the San Mateo Mountains.
 
SIGN UP
 

 

Like us on Facebook!
Please visit our website at www.nmwild.org.

Donate online to our cause
Feedback? Email us at nmwa@nmwild.org

Would you like to forward this email to a friend? Click here.
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