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Sam Gomez
Taos Pueblo Warchief (right)

“Senator Udall, Senator Heinrich, and Congressman Ben Ray Lujan: Greetings
distinguished guests.
We the people of Taos Pueblo would like to continue our support of the Columbine
Hondo Wilderness Study Area to be included as part of the National Wilderness
Preservation System as stated in our Tribal Council Resolution NO. 2011-29 dated
10/25/2011.
As you may know, Taos Pueblo has set precedence for Native Peoples across this
great nation with the fight for Blue Lake and the protection of Sacred Areas and lands
adjacent to them. We feel strongly that the permanent designation of the 45,000 acres
of the CHWSA will protect all its natural resources from future human development for
many generations to come.
Once again, Honorable Senators and Congressman, Taos Pueblo, with all due
respect, requests that you move forward with this legislation. We feel it is important to
support our neighboring communities in regards to the protection and preservation of
our natural resources.”

David Arguello, Ph.D., LISW
President of the Arroyo Hondo Arriba
Community Land Grant

Honorable Senators Udall and Heinrich
Thank your for supporting wilderness
designation legislation.
A few words of mine
To influence
Your wilderness support of the Hondo y Columbine:
Historical Attachment and family anchors
1692: Arguello marriage in Alcalde
1862; Italianos canyon: for generations a subsistence source
For my ancestral Prando family: Papi Carlos y David, Mami Kika
No more after 1917 for Sabinita, David y Joaquin
Once the family pastured horses, cows, goats and sheep up there
Collected medicinal plants and fire wood to fight the cold
Memories ensconced in the Vigas in my ancestral home
Benefits of wilderness designation
Preservation of pristine waters
Still flowing through ancient acequias
Irrigating thousands of acres in the villages:
Valdez, Canoncito, Arroyo Hondo, Des Montes, Limon
From these waters, I grow a traditional garden
The three sisters of corn squash and beans
As much as possible from traditional seed
My orchard of apples, apricots, pears and cherries
The Columbine Hondo waters are a major tributary of the Rio Grande
A major source of water for New Mexico, Texas and Mexico
Potential social benefit of the wilderness designation:
I want to emphasize: Don’t forget
Restorative justice for land grant heirs
By including traditional usage of the land
Restorative justice is Social Justice
“…and justice for all”

Linda Calhoun
Mayor of the Town of Red River

Thank you all for coming to Taos and allowing us this opportunity to talk about the
Columbine Hondo Wilderness. We appreciate all the work Senator Bingaman put
towards this legislation and we are so thankful that you are all on board to help see
this through. Red River is dependent on tourism and being surrounded by the
National Forest, the mountains are essential to the economic viability of our
businesses. Surveys have shown that the beauty of the area is the number one
reason people visit, so our community understands the importance of protecting the
area and preserving that beauty for future generations.
The other portion of the legislation that is so important to Red River is the land
conveyance. Being located in the middle of a National Forest has its advantages, but
there are also some disadvantages; one being the limited land available for municipal
growth. We are dependent on special use permits from the Forest Service for the land
used for our waste water treatment plant, fire training grounds, our cemetery and our
park. Our treatment plant is 30 years old and it is very difficult to amend those permits
to allow for any type of improvements or future expansion when dealing with a federal
agency. I’m sure you can understand how this restricts planning for future growth.
Again, thank you for all your efforts and we look forward to working with you in the
future on this exciting project.

Ester Garcia
Mayor of the Village of Questa
President of the San Antonio de
Rio Colorado Land Grant
Ditch Commissioner of Cabresto Lake
Community Ditch

As Mayor of the Village of Questa, as an heir to the San Antonio Del Rio Grande land
Grant and as an Acequia commissioner, I want you to know that our people in the
Questa area have always respected this mountain range as a communal area for the
well-being of all.
For hundreds of years, the people of my community of Questa have interacted with
this wilderness through hunting, fishing, grazing, the gathering of medicinal herbs and
through the irrigation of our gardens and pasturelands with the clean waters provided
by these wilderness mountains. This wilderness has sustained us in so many ways.
These Columbine Hondo mountains have made it possible for my people to thrive in
these desert lands. It is very important that we protect this wilderness watershed for
the health of everyone especially for our future generations.
As I see it, wilderness designation is a way to protect the continuation of our acequia
and grazing traditions which have been an intimate part of our culture and history for
hundreds of years. Please know that my community of Questa supports the
introduction of the bill for the Columbine Hondo Wilderness area. On behalf of Questa
and the Rio San Antonio de Colorado Land Grant, and the Cabresto Lake Community
Ditch, I wish to thank you, Senator Tom Udall, Senator Martin Heinrich, and
Congressman Ben Ray Lujan for your reintroduction and support of this bill.

Andrew Gonzales
Town of Taos Councilor/ProTem Mayor

Senators Udall and Heinrich, Congressman Lujan: the Town of Taos thanks you for
your efforts to permanently protect both the Rio Grande Del Norte and the Columbine
Hondo areas. The Governing Body of the Town of Taos supports the permanent
protection of the Columbine Hondo Wilderness Study Area in the Carson National
Forest for the following reasons:
The Columbine Hondo Wilderness Study Area is a major watershed for our
community. This 45,000 acre Columbine Hondo area is an area of pristine ecological
habitat with historic cultural significance and extraordinary wildlife, scenic and
recreational values.
The Columbine Hondo Wilderness Study Area is the missing link between the Latir
and Wheeler Peak areas and has traditionally been a source of game and medicinal
herbs for native Hispanic and Native American families. It provides extraordinary
recreational values for cross-county skiers, hikers, backpackers, horse-packers and
photographers.
Outdoor wilderness recreation is an attraction and destination for many tourists who
are a vital part of the Taos economy. Wilderness designation of the Columbine Hondo
area will lead to additional recognition of Taos as a travel destination which will further
stimulate sustainable economic development.
Finally, on behalf of the Town of Taos, I'd also like to thank Senator Udall for his work
to renew and improve the Land and Water Conservation Fund. Open space and public
land is part of what makes Taos such a great place to live and raise a family, as well as
being drivers of our local economy.

Cisco Guevara
Owner, Los Rios River Runners

Protecting public lands and water with the Rio Grande del Norte Conservation Area
and the Columbine Hondo Wilderness is important for small businesses in Northern
New Mexico.
The Columbine Hondo is especially important to small business in Taos County. As
one of the main watersheds of the “Rio Grande Wild and Scenic River” it is an
important ingredient in what we have to sell to tourists - tourism being one of the most
important economic factors in Taos County, one of the poorest counties in the nation.
Rafting, fishing, horseback riding, hiking, and viewing the unique Taos area are all
impacted by the condition of the Columbine Hondo area.
Because the Rio Grande is dewatered by irrigators in Colorado, water from the
Columbine Hondo watershed is essential for summer river flow, enhancing the volume
and quality of water, so important to rafting and other recreational businesses.
The overall experience of visiting Taos is framed by these pristine, wild places.
Whether they set foot in the Columbine Hondo or not, persons visiting the Taos area
are inspired by the scenic beauty, the chance to encounter wildlife, and having clean
water in our lakes, rivers and streams. As small business owners and lovers of the
outdoors, we believe that it is important to our livelihoods and our lifestyle to
permanently protect the Columbine Hondo now, for our children, and future
generations. Thanks for your support.

Chuck Howe
President
National Veterans Wellness and
Healing Center

I started a nonprofit foundation, the National Veterans Wellness and Healing Center in
Angel Fire to treat veteran couples with PTSD. To date, we have successfully helped
175 couples with our seven day retreats.
Nature and its inherent therapeutic benefits are integral to all the retreats. The beauty
and serenity of the wilderness provides a natural setting offering a sense of well being
and connectedness to the participants and staff. Participants are out in nature
watching wildlife in an environment that becomes an integral part of the therapeutic
recreational experience.
Ask any veteran who has returned from a military experience and the first place they
want to go to is the wilderness to relax and “get away from it all.”
Designation of this portion of alpine tundra in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains will truly
benefit all veterans in Northern New Mexico, throughout the state, and the Southwest,
particularly for the number of national guard soldiers that reside in the State and have
been deployed to Iraq, Afghanistan and Kosovo multiple times.
The National Veterans Wellness and Healing Center fully support protecting the
Columbine Hondo Wilderness area. Thank you.

Neal King
Mayor of the Village of Taos Ski Valley

First and foremost, let me say thank you Senator Udall, Senator Heinrich, and
Congressman Lujan for taking this time to listen to us today.
The preservation of the Wilderness area is of upmost importance to the Village of Taos
Ski Valley. Taos Ski Valley is a special place where people come to get away, get
close to nature and enjoy the unspoiled beauty; the wilderness designation will only
serve to enhance this experience for all who visit.
There are a variety of recreation experiences that are available to residents and
visitors alike. In regards to recreation opportunities, the mayor and council also firmly
support the opportunity for the proposed mountain biking trail that is incorporated into
this proposal. The proposed mountain biking trail will be one of the highest and most
scenic rides in the country.
Lastly, the one item that will have most direct impact to the Villages’ operations is the
town site act that will transfer 4.6 acres of property from the Forest Service to the
Village. Once the Village has title to this property, we will be able to pursue State and
possible Federal funding to upgrade the wastewater treatment plant.
The Village asks that you please move forward with this item as soon as possible and
we thank all of you for supporting this special project.

Erminio Martinez
Livestock Permittee of the Columbine
Hondo Wilderness Study Area

I am from the Martinez family. We have lived in the Taos area for over four hundred
years. My family has a long history in the Columbine Hondo Mountains. My
grandfather grazed this area before New Mexico even became a state. My father
grazed in this wilderness. For the past ten years, I have been a livestock permittee on
the Deer Creek Allotment which lies within the Columbine Hondo and Wheeler Peak
wilderness areas. In the summer, most of the time, I am in that wilderness on
horseback and other pasturelands tending my livestock. This is a beautiful pristine
area and it is a clean source of water for all of our surrounding villages. As a livestock
permittee, I realize that wilderness designations actually provide assurance that our
traditional grazing rights will always be protected .
If this area is not protected – it most likely that this mountain will be carved up for
mining or timber harvesting. Our clean source of water and this rich habitat would then
be lost forever. So I am grateful that you as our Congressional leaders are willing to
take this to Congress to ensure that the Columbine Hondo Wilderness is enacted so
that all of our surrounding communities and future generations can enjoy and benefit
from these beautiful mountains, as we have. Thank you Senator Udall, Senator
Heinrich and Congressman Lujan.

Toner Mitchell
President of Truchas Chapter
Trout Unlimited

In the interest of conserving coldwater fisheries, Trout Unlimited is proud to support
the designation of the Columbine Hondo WSA as a wilderness area. This 45,000 acre
wilderness embodies values that all citizens hold regarding clean water, wildlife
habitat, and outdoor recreation in the tradition of great conservationists like Theodore
Roosevelt, Aldo Leopold, and our retired Senator, Jeff Bingaman.
The Columbine Hondo contains the headwaters for a number of coldwater streams,
including the Rio Hondo, Columbine Creek, Gavilan Creek, and other small streams
that comprise prime habitat for the Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout, New Mexico’s beautiful
state fish. Cutthroat habitat requires abundant cold and clear water, which is critical as
well for the quality of human life in northern New Mexico.
This unique ecosystem contributes to the quality of our lives in other ways as well. In
conjunction with the preservation of the Rio Grande del Norte, Columbine Hondo
supports traditional practices that have sustained northern New Mexicans for
centuries. Hunters have harvested deer and elk from these mountains to the benefit of
their families, grazed animals, and drawn spiritual succor from simply walking the trails
and resting in the cool forest shade. In modern times, these uses are arguably of
greater importance, especially as tourism is so critical to the northern New Mexico
economy.
Finally, it is important to recognize that the opportunity to preserve such treasures as
Columbine Hondo is something we must embrace immediately, as the pressures of
human development are often at odds with what makes our lives worth living. As it has
for a very long time, the Columbine Hondo is being used in the most productive
manner possible, providing economic benefit to the most people for the least cost.
Continuing this model is a proven course, one that will sustain humans far into the
future.

Peggy Nelson
Retired State District Judge
Vice President, Amigos Bravos Board

Amigos Bravos believes the headwaters of the C-H are critical to acequias, cattle
grazers, tourism, to the Rio Grande, and the State as a whole. In these critical times,
as drought becomes the norm, we must do whatever we can to protect water quality
as well as quantity.
My own interest goes beyond the struggle for clean, abundant water and open space.
We must ask ourselves what we are leaving to our grandchildren, and many
generations beyond. We are fighting for the future and to maintain some
connectedness to the Earth. And we don’t have time to waste.
I was a teenager, living along the east slope of the Sierra, when the Wilderness Act of
1964 was passed. The mountains that I had hiked as a child suddenly took on a new
dimension. They were protected forever. Down came the small concession stand at
Second Lake in Big Pine Canyon. Wildness became palpable. It is difficult to describe
the importance of just knowing that the peaks and valleys would not be ours to
conquer – except on foot or horseback – or to exploit.
I came to New Mexico straight out of law school to work for legal services. The culture
and beauty of Taos County captured me. Taos has been home for 40 years. I have
hiked every trail of the Columbine Hondo. It, and we, are deserving of wilderness
status.

John Olivas
Traditional Community Organizer
New Mexico Wilderness Alliance

The Rio Grande del Norte National Conservation Area in Taos County has been widely
supported by many local businesses and individual supporters throughout Northern
New Mexico. Current legislation has been introduced in the last three Congresses to
create a legislative National Conservation Area and has been co-sponsored by both
Senator Tom Udall and Senator Martin Heinrich along with Congressman Ben Lujan.
We thank you ALL for your February 7, 2013 re-introduction of the RGDN legislation
into the 113th Congress. The legislation is currently being considered as a National
Monument by the administration, which would be created by Executive Power under
the authority of the 1906 Antiquities Act by our President, Barack Obama! Thank you,
Senators Udall and retired Senator Jeff Bingaman for drafting letters on June 18th,
2012 and Thank You Congressman Ben Lujan and then Congressman Martin Heinrich
on October 25th, 2012 urging the President to recommend Rio Grande del Norte as a
National Monument under his executive authority.
On December 15th, 2012, Department of the Interior Secretary, Ken Salazar visited
Taos County and received unanimous support from the Taos Pueblo administration,
local elected officials, traditional communities, Taos business community, and many
individual supporters numbering over 200+ in a standing room only event. The
meeting was held to urge Secretary Ken Salazar to make a recommendation to our
President to designate Rio Grande del Norte as a National Monument.
We ask you today to continue to work diligently with the administration in Washington
DC to continue their efforts in designating the area as a protected landscape, so that
this generation, and all future generations can enjoy the land as so many have done
before us. According to a recent economic development study a National Monument
would bring an additional 15 million dollars in revenue to Taos County.
The New Mexico Wilderness Alliance and The Wilderness Society thank each of you
for your support in moving towards designating Rio Grande del Norte as a National
Monument.

Bobby Ortega
Questa Rancher
Commissioner of the Citizens Ditch
Kit Carson Electric Coop Board Member

Memorias de un día a Caballo en la Columbrina:
My comments today are from the perspective of a life long resident of San Antonio del
Rio Colorado (aka Questa), a small farmer/rancher, an acequia parciante and
commission president of the Questa Citizens Ditch Association.
Every summer throughout my adult life I have made it a point to ride on horseback at
least once through the Hondo/Columbine. On my last ride this past summer I was
accompanied by Congressman Ben Ray Lujan. That day we rode through places
known to my grandfather (who was a grazing permittee in the Columbine) as La Jarita,
La Mesa del Oso, El Corral, El Rito Seco, La Sierra de la Vandera. Names and places
that may not have much meaning to the average person and don’t appear on any map
but names that bear a significance representing a history and lifestyle of sheep and
cattle grazing on this land that they knew as La Columbrina!!
The aspen groves along the trails tell a story and bear the names of locals who
labored raising livestock to work and support their families. J.P. Rael 1919 - Lama
Canyon, Climaco Vigil 1911 - El Rito Seco, Cleofes Vigil’s poetry - San Cristobal
Canyon and many many more throughout the Hondo/Columbine.
The crystal clear water from Columbine Creek runs freely down the mountain and
supports the beautiful Columbine Cutthroat unmatched in any waters in New Mexico
then feeds into the Rio Colorado eventually working its way into the veins of the
Questa Citizens Ditch, the only acequia on the Red River watershed nourishing over
300 acres of farmland in Questa.
For these reasons and many more I support and encourage efforts to protect
traditional and historical uses of this land, such as grazing, and to protect this
important watershed that provides precious water that sustains a way of life that
continues to be threatened over time. Gracias.

Doug Pickett
Owner of Taos Cyclery
Representative of Taos Cycling Coalition

Gross receipts for the town of Taos are down; Holy Cross Hospital, a regional treasure,
is struggling for funds; and businesses are closing. Recreation tourism remains an
untapped economic resource.
The Columbine-Hondo Wilderness Act provides designation of multi-use trails that will
include mountain bike access. This is important for several reasons. First, this will
provide a designated place to send locals and visitors alike to enjoy this pristine place
without encroaching on wilderness boundaries. Second, the creation of these trails
will add to a growing infrastructure which will help make the Enchanted Circle region a
recreation destination. This includes Red River and Taos Ski Valley specifically but will
also affect the Town of Taos, Angel Fire and other regional towns. The quality of this
area and its trails is phenomenal. Finally, once these trails are in place, signed,
mapped, and open to the mountain biking public, we can begin to see more visitors in
our restaurants, hotels, and shops.
Mountain biking is a clean and healthy industry with a foundation already in place.
Along with rides such as South Boundary Trail, the Angel Fire Bike Park, and BLM
rides along the Rio Grande Gorge, cyclists of all abilities and ages can come here,
stay here, have a good time, tell there friends, and come back. Thank you for your
support and efforts on this important legislation.

Kent Salazar
Region 10 Director
The National Wildlife Federation Board

I thank those present for working so hard together to preserve our treasured natural
resources in the Rio Grande del Norte and the Columbine Hondo Wilderness. My
special thanks to our Congressional delegation present who have the wisdom and
determination to carry this legislation forward.
Keeping our natural resources high on the national agenda is critical - especially in
times as we now face. Our state 's livability today and its prosperity tomorrow depend
on this.
Those here today realize that in tough economic times this state and its people have
always turned to our water and lands to sustain us. The economy of our state and the
health of our children will be safeguarded when we safeguard these natural resources.
There are those now that say we should sell off our public lands and resources to
utilize the monies to pay off our national debt. I believe that this is a short-sighted
view. Where will we be without these precious places? Where will our clean water
come from? Where will the wildlife live and prosper? What will become of our local
economy without these beautiful places?
I want my grandchildren to see the land that my family grew up in - a place where they
can live well and prosper as we have. I want them to have clean air and clean water.
I want them to be able to have work, hike, fish, and hunt, to look out at our beautiful
country and know this land belongs to all of them. Thank you for standing up for New
Mexico’s future.

Roberta Salazar
Executive Director
Rivers & Birds

The Columbine Hondo Wilderness Campaign began over 33 years ago when this area
was designated as a wilderness study area by Congress for consideration of
permanent protection. For over 30 years, this consideration has been put on hold as
this area lay in a temporary Wilderness Study Area status - which does not ensure
permanent protection.
In three short years, the Columbine Hondo Wilderness Coalition has grown to include
all of our local governmental groups, our adjacent land grant communities, local
acequia groups, livestock permittees, outfitters and sportsmen, environmental groups,
mountain bikers and close to 400 business letters of support.
Our community in Taos County is unique as here, many family roots go back
hundreds, even thousands of years. We know from deep experience, we are not
separate from this wilderness. Its integrity and wellbeing is directly related to our
community's wellbeing.
Last April of 2012, impressed by the unity of the Columbine Hondo Wilderness
Coalition, Senators Bingaman and Udall acted swiftly to introduce a Columbine Hondo
Wilderness Bill to Congress for which we are deeply grateful. That bill, as we know, did
not pass in the 112th Congress.
At 45,000 acres, The Columbine Hondo Wilderness will be the largest public
wilderness in Taos County and it is integral to the health of all the Sangre de Cristo
wilderness in Taos County.
These Sangre de Cristo Mountains are the headwaters in New Mexico for the Rio
Grande. They are our raincatchers. In this desert – water is becoming increasingly
scarce with extended droughts and continued population growth. We must protect the
Columbine Hondo wilderness for the welfare of not just Taos County, but the entire Rio
Grande corridor. On behalf of Rivers & Birds, I thank all three of you for going forth
for this cause.

Larry Sanchez
Taos County Commissioner
Vietnam Veteran

I am a resident of Questa, New Mexico and a Vietnam Era Veteran which I
volunteered for after high school. I was appointed by Governor Bill Richardson to
serve out a 10 month term for a Commissioner who resigned due to health reasons.
I then ran for office and was reelected.
Today I welcome our own United States Senators Mr. Tom Udall, Mr. Martin Heinrich,
Congressmen Mr. Ben Ray Lujan to our beautiful Northern New Mexico, Taos County.
I ask your support for protection of Hondo Columbine Wilderness on behalf of our
military personal who without their sacrifice we couldn’t enjoy this beautiful landscape
for cattle grazing, firewood supply, hiking, mountain biking, fishing, camping, horse
riding, backpacking, hunting, and our watershed which is so important to our people
who utilize this for agriculture and ranching in our area and to teach our grandchildren
the importance of keeping our culture alive and well and restoring for our grandkids
kids.
And in closing a moment of silence: For our Veterans and our own Ben Lujan Sr. and
other elected officials who have passed on but worked so hard to help others that
needed the help when they were in office. Gracias.

Oscar Simpson
Chair of the New Mexico Chapter of the
Backcountry Hunters and Anglers
National & State Director for the New
Mexico Chapter of Back Country
Horsemen of America

The Columbine Hondo Wilderness Study Area is a unique high alpine area that
contains iconic vistas, critical aquatic and terrestrial habitat for native trout, big game
and other alpine wildlife. Columbine contains critical watersheds that feed several
streams that are used by local farmers and ranchers via acequias outside the area
and eventually drain into the Rio Grande River – which intern is used by municipalities
for drinking water and downstream farmers.
The two organizations I represent support wilderness and cherish getting out and
pursuing our recreational passions in a wild and natural environment - where nature
prevails and solitude and tranquility refresh our souls. We want to ensure that our
traditions of hunting, fishing, equestrian trail riding and the use of pack animals is
preserved for present and future generations.
In 1980 Columbine was designated as a WSA to protect its wilderness values. Thirty
plus years have passed – we feel it is time to permanently protect Columbine either
through Congressional legislation or Monument designation if Congress does not act.
We also support protecting the adjacent Rio Grande del Norte NCA via legislation or
Monument designation.

Jamie Tedesco
Executive Director for the Taos and
Northern New Mexico Green Chamber
of Commerce
Contract Marketing Director for the
Historic Taos Inn
President of the Taos Tourism Council.

Good Afternoon to the legislative delegation, community partners and invited guests
present for this important roundtable discussion today on the Columbine Hondo.
As a representative for many in the business and tourism sectors of the Taos and
Northern New Mexico areas, I want to highlight a few key points as to why preserving
the Columbine Hondo is so critical to our economic vitality. The NMGC and TTC
represent over 150 businesses locally and over 1300 businesses statewide. Our core
founding principles are to encourage Business and Tourism via sustainable efforts and
business practices. We have many members who are currently operating businesses
in the Columbine Hondo area. Everything from fishing and hunting outfitters,
photography and painting tours, biking and birding to hiking and excursion guides. The
jobs and tax revenues created from these ventures and adventures are critical for our
members livelihoods and generating tax revenue. Outdoor Adventure spending is on a
steady rise and we now see key organizations such as the Western Governors
Association pushing new initiatives such as “Get out West” and The President's
"America's Great Outdoors". Areas like the Columbine Hondo will be essential to make
this outdoor adventure accessible and intact for posterity's sake.
On behalf of the Partner organizations in the Tourism and Business community, we
appreciate your efforts on preserving both the Columbine Hondo and Rio Grande Del
Norte moving forward ‘till completion. Thank You.

Max Trujillo
Northern NM Sportsman's Coordinator
NM Wildlife Federation

The New Mexico Wildlife Federation is the largest sportsmen organization in our state
with around 12,000 members. We have consistently informed our membership base
of the developments on Both Rio Grande Del Norte and Columbine Hondo Wilderness
Study area and on both areas, we have received overwhelming support for their
protection. As fewer and fewer places of this caliber are available to hunt and fish in, it
is more important now than ever to permanently protect these special places. The
Columbine Hondo Wilderness is important to sportsmen in that not only is the fishing
and hunting opportunity amazing but the small streams within the wilderness area are
tributaries to the larger Rio Grande. The wilderness experience while hunting or
fishing provides an experience that has no rival. Protecting these areas will ensure
that our fish and wildlife resources along with this excellent habitat will naturally exist
and future generations of Hunters and Anglers will have a place to experience what
will soon become a rarity in the United States. Protecting the Columbine Hondo will
prove to be a welcome addition to the natural treasures of Northern New Mexico and a
destination for generations of hunters and anglers.

Stuart Wild
Wilderness Guide and USFS Outfitter
Permittee

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to conservation in New Mexico, and your
reintroduction of legislation to protect the Rio Grande del Norte.
I am here to urge you to reintroduce legislation to permanently protect the Columbine
Hondo WSA, as a Congressionally designated Wilderness Area.
I run a local outdoor recreation company, and for more than 20 years, I have
supported my family, by bringing people to experience the solitude and natural
beauty of New Mexico’s pristine wilderness and wild lands.
As a Permitted Outfitter with the Carson National Forest and the Taos BLM Office,
I operate in both the Rio Grande del Norte and the Columbine Hondo WSA. I am
directly affected by conservation legislation, and I am here to testify that conservation
is good for business in northern New Mexico.
People visit New Mexico from around the world, to recreate in our wild places. This not
only benefits local guides like myself, but also lodging establishments, restaurants,
local merchants, and the business community as a whole.
As you know, tourism brings in almost $5 billion in revenue for the State, with a
significant percentage coming from outdoor recreation. The protection of areas like the
Rio Grande del Norte and the Columbine Hondo WSA, help to build a sustainable
model of economic development, that’s based on respecting the land and honoring
traditional cultures.

