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From our Board Chair

Wendy Brown
BOARD CHAIR

Dear members and supporters:

Recently, the nonpartisan group Center for Western 
Priorities released a report finding that many iconic 

landscapes would have been marred by logging and mining if 
we had not protected them as national parks and monuments 
over the last 100 years. It is hard to believe that most of these 
places we treasure faced strong opposition at their creation. It 
makes us marvel even more at the foresight of Aldo Leopold, 
who fought to create the first designated wilderness, the Gila 
Wilderness, right here in New Mexico. That vision has now 
grown to 39 wilderness areas in our state and more than 800 
nationally. 

We’ve been celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Gila 
Wilderness all year long, and rightly so. However, we can’t rest 
on Aldo Leopold’s remarkable achievement. With our state 
facing climate change, unprecedented biodiversity loss, and 
water shortages, protecting public lands and waters is even 
more urgent today. Your support this past year has enabled 
New Mexico Wild to continue its legacy of land, wildlife, and 
water protection.  Thank you.

The Gila Wilderness.  
Photo by Michael Melford/National Geographic
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Tetilla Peak on the Caja del Rio Plateau. Photo by Sara Bergthold

New Mexico Wild  
is the state’s leading independent 

nonprofit, grassroots conservation 
organization dedicated to the 
preservation, stewardship, and 
continued enjoyment of New 

Mexico’s wildlands. We focus on 
the wilderness, wildlife, and water 

of these public lands and the 
interconnection that makes our 

natural world thrive.
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“The Gila Wilderness never fails to humble, awe, 
mesmerize and inspire.”
Mark Allison has been Executive Director of New 
Mexico Wild for the past 11 years. He shares his 
perspective on what the Gila Wilderness means to 
him and to countless others who walk its trails or 
paddle its rivers.

The first, largest, most biodiverse and wildest 
wilderness, the Gila Wilderness in South-

west New Mexico, has a special place in my 
heart. It may be hard to get to but it’s easy to 
fall in love with—maybe, in part because it is 
hard to get to. I’ve been fortunate to accumu-
late many memories of this one-of-a-kind place 
over the decades. 

A few of these include running the state’s pre-
mier wilderness kayak trip, waking up to morn-
ings with a frozen wetsuit and neoprene boots. 

Backpacking through the wilderness, sometimes 
post holing through thigh deep snow in the high 
country and fighting heat that made the ground 
feel like magma, sometimes on the same trip. 

I’ve spent time with dogs now gone and friends 
who’ve since moved away. I’ve passed the late 
M.H. “Dutch” Salmon’s favorite fishing hole and 
read aloud remembrances on the banks of the 
river for friends and family who are no longer 
with us. I’ve communed with the largest bull elk 
I’ve ever seen, locking eyes as we stumbled into 
each other at the top of a saddle near dusk. I’ve 
spotted a rare and colorful elegant trogon in the 
heart of the wilderness. 

I’ve celebrated life events, mourned losses, 
and made decisions while there. I’ve enjoyed 

precious days of solitude and silence. I’ve 
forgotten a sleeping bag on a cold weather trip 
and watched disapprovingly as a friend gave 
away beer we labored to pack in to a stranger 
at a hot spring. I’ve grown up seeing feral cows 
where they shouldn’t be and lived long enough 
to finally see them gone. I’ve seen the power of 
a wild, undammed river do scarcely believable 
things. I’ve been humbled by the knowledge 
of occupying the same space as peoples and 
cultures who have been here since time imme-
morial. 

I’ve felt the hairs on the back of my neck rise 
with the electric certainty that I was being 
watched by an unseen mountain lion and had 
buddies behind me on the trail inform me that 
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“The Gila Wilderness never fails to humble, awe, 
mesmerize and inspire.”

they’d seen lion prints on top of my boot tracks. 
I’ve lain in my sleeping bag looking through syca-
mores at the Milky Way and shooting stars against 
a dark sky. I’ve gone days without seeing another 
soul and unexpectedly run into people I know 
deep in on the trail. I’ve had multiple flat tires 
getting to trailheads and boat launch sites and 
been pleased to catch discrepancies and errors 
on maps.

In short, I’ve had the privilege of being swal-
lowed up whole by this place. I’ve recognized the 
enormity of my smallness in this world. The Gila 
Wilderness never fails to humble, awe, mesmerize, 
and inspire.

Even as we celebrate this centennial milestone of 
the designation of the Gila Wilderness, we know 

there is more work to be done. I’m grateful for 
the foresight of those who came before us and 
proud of the special role New Mexico played—
and still plays—in 
conservation. It’s my 
privilege to work with 
you to do all we can to 
save what is left before 
it is gone forever, for its 
own sake and for future 
generations—human 
and wildlife alike. 

Mark Allison
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The Gila Wilderness.  
Photo courtesy of Adobe Stock
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2024:

MOST ENDANGERED
This year, our longtime partner American Rivers named all the rivers in New Mexico as the “Most 
Endangered Rivers” in the country. For 39 years, this national conservation organization has created its 
annual list of rivers at risk, and this was the first time the group named every river in a state. Their listing 
was directly linked to the 2023 Supreme Court decision scaling back the Clean Water Act, a ruling 
which harms our state far more than most. 

A CONSERVATION LEGACY
This past year New Mexico invested $300 million in the Land of Enchantment Legacy Fund for land, 
water, and wildlife conservation programs. The money can be used as matching funds to leverage 
hundreds of millions of dollars in federal money for all 33 counties and Tribal communities in New 
Mexico.  

LIFE-SUSTAINING WATERS
Because of the Supreme Court ruling that weakens the federal Clean Water Act, New Mexico needs 
to establish a surface water quality permitting program to prevent water pollution before it happens. 
This year, great strides took place toward making that program a reality. The Legislature voiced 
its support by appropriating funds for this effort. The 2024 session included over $147 million in 
advancements for water this year :  
$7.6 million—surface water quality permitting program 
$75 million—New Mexico Match Fund 
$2 million—River Stewardship Program
$5 million—acequia improvements statewide
$50 million—Water Trust Fund
$7.5 million—extension of last session’s historic appropriation for the Strategic Water Reserve

A Year in Review
This has been a year filled with conservation challenges and successes.  
Here are six of the many highlights (and low lights) where New Mexico Wild was engaged:
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CATTLE IN THE CALDERA
New Mexico Wild staff and volunteers monitoring cattle in the Valles Caldera National Preserve 
(VCNP) revealed that federal land managers have failed to stop persistent trespass grazing on this 
sensitive wildlife habitat. Our documentation elevated the issue and helped spur funding for fence 
repair, the addition of wrangler staff, and an interagency agreement between the VCNP and the Santa 
Fe National Forest for shared enforcement. 

A POTENTIAL LOSS FOR THE CAJA DEL RIO...
The battle over proposed transmission lines across the spectacular Caja del Rio near Santa Fe 
continued over this past year. More than 23,000 comments were submitted in opposition to the 
14-mile electric transmission towers and lines. Despite that, the U.S. Forest Service released a draft 
decision to allow its construction across this sacred plateau. New Mexico Wild authored and submitted 
a formal objection on behalf of the Caja coalition We are calling for permanent protection of the Caja 
del Rio now.

...BUT A WIN FOR THE BUFFALO TRACT
In April, the Department of Interior took a historic step in protecting the cherished Buffalo Tract and 
Crest of Montezuma in southern Sandoval County. The public land order withdraws approximately 
4,200 acres of Bureau of Land Management lands from mineral development for the next 50 years. This 
action comes after years of tireless advocacy by Indigenous tribes, local communities, and conservation 
organizations who have long recognized the immense ecological and cultural significance of this 
landscape. Our congressional delegation continues to work to pass legislation to make this permanent.

Top left: The mostly dry bed of the Rio Grande. Photo by Tricia Snyder

Middle left: Bighorn ram in the Gila. Photo courtesy of Adobe Stock

Lower left: San Antonio Creek in the Valles Caldera National Preserve.  
Photo by Akashia Allen

A Year in Review

Top right: Trespass cattle in the Valles Caldera National Preserve. Photo by Penny Bennett

Middle right: Diablo Canyon in the Caja del Rio. Photo courtesy of Adobe Stock

Lower right: View toward the Crest of Montezuma and Buffalo Tract. Photo by Lauren Mach
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How you can support the work of New Mexico Wild
MONTHLY DONATIONS  
The easiest way to support New Mexico Wild is 
through a convenient automatic monthly donation 
from your credit card, debit card, or directly from 
your bank account.  

ALDO LEOPOLD 
CIRCLE 
New Mexico Wild offers 
the Aldo Leopold Circle to 
show our appreciation 
for members who 
donate $1,000 or more each year. 

LEGACY GIVING/BEQUEST 
You can use a bequest in your will to contribute 
to New Mexico Wild and leave a lasting legacy 
for the protection of our public lands, wildlife, and 
water. 

GIFTS OF STOCK 
A gift of appreciated securities (stocks) is an easy 
way to make an impact today and may offer you 
additional tax advantages. 

DONOR-ADVISED FUNDS (DAF) 
Your charitable DAF dollars are a great way to 
invest in the important work we do every day.

QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION 
(QCD) FROM YOUR IRA 
By making a QCD distribution of funds from your 
IRA, you can make a gift that may be excluded 
from your taxable income.

REQUIRED MINIMUM  
DISTRIBUTIONS (RMD)  
You can designate New Mexico Wild to receive 
these distributions from your retirement plan.

MATCHING GIFT PROGRAMS 
Check to see if your company offers a matching 
gift program. 

TRIBUTE GIFTS 
Support wilderness by giving an honor or 
memorial gift on behalf of someone who loves 
public lands. 

FUNDRAISERS 
Rally the support of your friends and family 
by fundraising for New Mexico Wild through 
Facebook or the GoFundMe charity. 

NUSENDA CREDIT UNION MEMBERSHIP 
Members can receive a cash reward for credit 
card purchases, and this is matched by Nusenda 
if you make New Mexico Wild your charitable 
preference.

VOLUNTEER 
 There are many ways you can support New 
Mexico Wild as a volunteer.  Visit our website for 
volunteer opportunities and application.

DAVE FOREMAN WILDERNESS 
DEFENDERS 
If you would like to help monitor our wilderness 
quality lands, check our website for how to join 
this group of volunteers.
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Wilderness Protection
We work to upgrade the status of public lands by 
developing long-term legislative or administrative 
protections as well as providing studies on which public 
lands have the greatest potential for wilderness status and 
biodiversity values. This includes place-based campaigns, 
grassroots organizing, and advocacy with elected officials.

Wilderness Defense
We work to improve the management of public lands. This 
includes a range of legal oversight and “watchdog” activities 
to hold agencies continuously accountable for managing 
public lands consistent with relevant statutes, regulations, 
rules, and plans.

Wilderness Outreach, 
Education,  
& Stewardship
We share the love of 
the wild. This includes 
public outreach, volunteer 
programs, stewardship, and 
outings to expose all ages 
to the wild heritage of our 
public lands in New Mexico. 

How we work to protect 
New Mexico’s wilderness, 
wildlife, and water

Administrative $246,404
Fundraising $314,746 

Outreach, Education  
        & Stewardship $1,003,619
Wilderness Defense    $294,173 

Wilderness Protection    $526,192
Friends of Rio Grande  
 del Norte   $80,267
Native Land Institute    $189,427
NM Wild Action Fund   $489,824
Operating Reserves    $392,168

TOTAL EXPENSES  
FY 2024*

$3,536,820 (100%)

*Unaudited: 10/1/2023 - 9/30/2024 Consolidated

11% 7%
9%

29%

8%

15%

14%

5%

2%

TOTAL INCOME  
FY 2024*

$3,536,820 (100%)

Grassroots Donors   $1,766,800
Includes local grants, memberships,  
contributions, bequests, and other income

Government                  $344,507 

Foundations               $1,425,513 
Includes national grants and contracts

*Unaudited: 10/1/2023 - 9/30/2024 Consolidated

40% 50%

10%
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Annie and Phil Adams
Albuquerque Community Foundation, 

Davis-Kozoll Donor-Advised Fund
Albuquerque Community Foundation, 

The Ties Fund
Joe Alcock and Satkirin Khalsa
David Aldridge
JoAnne Allen and James Brainard
Jonathan and Kathleen Altman 

Foundation
Phillip and Tina Archer
Thomas and Valerie Armer
Mark Ashley
Jacqueline Asplundh
Byron and Elba Bachschmid
Joan Bacon
Anya and Henry Bagley Charitable Trust, 

Santa Fe Community Foundation
Spencer Ballard
Glen Banks and Cyndy Everest
Ken Barger
Ralph Bauer
Stephanie Holscher Bear and  

James Bear
David Bennett
Rich Besser and Shirley Russman
Garland D. Bills
Michael Q. Bily and Christy Ford
Marissa and John Bingham
John and Betsy Bloch
Bob and Judi Blundell
Scott Bol and Myra Mckenzie
Linda Borgman
Elizabeth Bradley, Daniel Merians and 

UBS Financial Services
Geoff Bratton
Wendy M. Brown and Ed Clark

Sandy Buffett
Merrilee Caldwell
Anders Carlson
Dr. Carlton Caves and Karen Kahn
Joelle Chase and Peter Knipper
Douglas A. Chinn
Raphael and Naomi Clancy
Effie Clayton
Carol Clericuzio
Nat and Sarah Cobb
Jane Cole
Patrick Conner
Isabel Constable and Bruce Struminger
Carla Corwin
Robert Crawford
William Croft and Carol Toffaleti
Randy Crutcher and Karin Lubin
Katherine Daniel
John and Eunice Davidson Fund
Jeanette DeBouzek
Michael DeLongchamp
Lyle Dethlefsen
David Douglas
Ellen and Bill Dupuy
Dr. Gordon Eatman
Jeanne and Tom Elmhorst
Su and Peter Faklis
John Falvey and Elaine Sanchez
Jay and Mary Farrar
Lois Farrington
Nora and Calvin Fiedler
Mary Fleming
Cheryl and William Foote
Patricia Foschi
Bronwyn Fox-Bern
Bryan Fredrickson
Marilynn Freeman
Norm and Jane Gagne
Douglas Gatchell
Norm and Heather Gaume
Meyoni Geouge
Gioannini Living Trust
Martia Glass
Aurelia Gomez
Edyne Gordon
Elaine and William Halbedel

Ivan and Martha Hall
Joyce Hamil
Leo Harris and Ann Simms
Jason Haynes
Michelle Hegmon and Bob Bolin
Jon Helton
Bethany Henneman
James Hickerson and Fay Tamashiro
Dennis and Denise Holland
Mike and Cathy Holmberg
Kathleen Holscher

Todd Hotchkiss and Kathy Araki
Bob and Phillenore Howard
Betty Hull
The Hullar Foundation
Ivy Humphrey and Alex Tufts
Pam S. Hyde
Sandra Ingerman
Priscilla Jansen-Toland
Roger Jensen
Alicia Johnson
Norton and Summers Kalishman
Diane Karp
William Kent and Debbie Hammack
Tripp and Jennifer Killin
Kiser Charitable Trust 
Bette Korber
John Krause and Deborah Hunt
Richard Kuhn
Steve and Becky Kush

Cheryl Landgren
Brook and Sarah Laskey
C. Wesley Leonard
Lia Levy
Wesley Light
Lindee Lenox and Shelby Hallmark 

Charitable Fund, Grant County 
Community Foundation

David Lindner and Kathy Rinehart
Bet Lotosky
Kathy Love and Geoff Scovil

Greg Lower
Peter Lupsha and Ursula Hill
Susan Malone
John C. Martin
Walter Matuska
Edel and Thomas Mayer Foundation
Pam McBride
The James and Helen McCaffery 

Charitable Trust
Caitlin McHugh
Edmund McWilliams
Meg Meltz
Jay Metzler
Iain Middleton
Joseph and Julie Mnuk
Lisa Mondy and James Schreiber
Sayan Mukherjee and Laureen Zunner
Spencer and Mary Beth Nelson
New Mexico Dyke Dollars

Caitlin and Tom Nichols
Sandra Noll and Erv Nichols
Stephen D. Northrop
Gary and Kirsten Oakley
Jean and Peter Ossorio
Leonard J. Padilla
C. Leanne Palmer
Susan Palmer
Max Parrill
Frank and Priscilla Parrish
David and Noralyn Parsons
Janet M. Peacock
Robert Pearson
William Perkins
Marie Perucca-Ramirez and Julio 

Ramirez
Michael and Cindi Pettit
Sue Phelps
Joann and Rob Pierson
Daniel Plunkett
Ann G. Powers
PraireFire Foundation
Arian Pregenzer
Ruth Pregenzer
Carol Louise Raymond
Thomas and Valerie Redington
Gregory Richards
Terry Richey
Jacquelyn Robins
John Rogers
Barbara Rosensimon
Mark Rudd and Marla Painter
Nancy Rutland and Michael Harbour
The Sanborn Family Charitable Fund
Scott and Carol Schaffer
David Schlessinger
Nan Schwanfelder
James Scott and Heidi Fleischman
Justine Scott
Susan Selbin
Robin Seydel
Linda Seymour
Daniel Shaw and Cathy Bailey
Jeremy Shelton
Roper Simms
Dr. Janet E. Simon and Mark Weber

George Skinner
Nancy Soules
Douglas and Patricia Sporn
Rebecca Stair
Jerre Stallcup and Mike White
Dorothy Stermer
José and Lena Stevens
Stone Age Climbing Gym
Jonathan Storer and Ann Norton
Sarah Jane Strong
Joan and Gerald Swanson
Peggy T. Swoveland
Elisabeth Sykes and Lovick Thomas
Robert Tafanelli
Meredith and Tory Taylor
Tim and Evelyne Taylor
Carol and Steven Teutsch
Jeff Thomas
Dr. John Trotter
Roger and Louise Turner
Kristin and Ross Ulibarri
Van Essen Family Foundation
Eric Van Horn
Margaret Vining and Sally Bachofer
Douglas Vitt
Mark Walch and Carol Frank
John C. Walton
Gene Watson
Jennifer Watson
Michaelanne and John Widness
Michael and Mary Louise Williams
Paul and Patricia Winkler
Kristen Wolf
Hope Woodward
Eleanor Wootten
Donn Young and Linda Malm
Michael and Julie Zimber

On the following pages, we list the thousands  
of donors who supported the grassroots work of  
New Mexico Wild this past year.

THE  
ALDO LEOPOLD 
CIRCLE 
(Members who donate 
$1,000 or more each year)

Defending 
Nature
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Muhamed Abdel-Hack
Abdulrahman Abdullah
Tariq Abdullah
Sandra Abernathy
Jerry Abeyta
Daniel Abraham
Nancy Abrams
Robin Abrett and  

Berny Baron
Judith and  

Benjamin Ackerman
Gianinna Acosta-Torres
Tana Acton and  

James Marshall
Craig Adams
Elizabeth and  

David Adams
Fort Adams
Hildegard Adams
Charles and  

Christine Adolph
Karen Agogino
Dr. Mercedes Agogino
Adelina Aguilar
Sharon Ahern
Elyse Ahneal
Lara Aho and  

Robert Walters
Liz Aicher
Cameron Aitken
Tracey Akers
John Akinola
Albuquerque Community 

Foundation
Richard Albury
Sean Alcorn
Leslie Alden and  

David Blust
Lynn Aldrich
Robert Alei and  

Sharon Gonzalez-Alei
John Alexander
Anne Alexander-Baylor
Daniel Allan
Lupe and  

Randall Alle-Corliss
Augustus Allen
Emma-Leigh Allen

Drs. Lawrence and 
JoAnne Allen

Paul Allen
Ruth and  

Parke Allen-Rhoads
Cynthia Allison
Kathleen Allison
Mark Allison and  

Jennifer Metzler
Stan Allison and  

Gosia Allison-Kosior
Lisa Allred
Jane Alpert
Judibeth Alvarez
Javier Alvidrez
Gabriel Amaro
Sharon and Jon Amastae
Nancy Ambrosiano
American Rock Art 

Research Association
American Trails
Edward Ames and  

Jane Sokolow
David Ams
Mary Ann Andera
Charlene Anderson
Donald Anderson Jr.
Fred Anderson
Judith Anderson
Julian Anderson
Dr. Kurt and  

Marcia Anderson
Michelle Anderson
Richard Anderson
Richard and  

Carolyn Anderson
Sandra L. Anderson
Sandra Anderson
Stacy Anderson
Sylvia Anderson
Eason Andersson
Greg Andrews
Mario Angel
Pamela Angell
Pete Aniello
Anita L. Stafford  

Charitable Lead Trust
Robert Ankel and  

Valerie Brown
Jan Ankerson
Anonymous
Anthony James 

Greensward Estate

Toni Antone
Steve and Kelly Anyzeski
Jingqi Ao
Clara Apodaca
Sierra Apodaca
Leah Appelhans
Theresa Araiza
J. Amber Archer
Alex Archuleta
Laura Argotsinger
Jennifer Arnold-Steiner
Noel Aronov
Janice J. Arrott
Grace Arrowsmith
Thomas Arteaga
Sharon and  

George Arthur
Johanna Ash
Simon Assaf
Rick C. Aster
Mary Atencio
Dylan R. Kent
James H. Aubert
Regina Aumente
Steve Ausherman
Ronald Austill
Arianne Avery
Richard and Linda Avery
Nicholas Avery-Bucher
Peter Babcock
Jacqueline Baca and 

Kenneth Genco
Jim and Bobbie Baca
Monique Baca
Richard Baca
Stephen Bachmann
Thomas and  

Gloria Bachmann
Melissa Bacigalupa
Deborah Backus
Alan and Patricia Baer
José Baeza
Douglas R. Bailey
Justina Bailey
Linda Bailey
Marina Bailey
Melanie Baise
Charlene Baker
Donna Baker
Kathy Baker
Bakshi Bakshi
Chuck and Mona Bale
Kenneth A. Balizer

Kim Ballenger
JoAnn and Bob Balzer
Ann Bancroft
Tina L. Bandick
Janice L. Bandrofchak and 

Cleveland J. Sharp
Jordan Banegas
Laura Banks
Banner Foundation
David Barajas
Preston Barbour
Jamie Barcena
Avelina Bardwell
Edward P. and  

Susan Barengo
Jennifer Barlow
Marianne and  

Lehman Barnes
Richard Barnett
Julie Parcells Barney
Sandy Barnhart Y Chavez
Fernando Barraza
Alan Barrow
Craig and Deloris Barta
Christine Bartels
Lee Bartlett
Anne Bartley
Jerry Sue and  

Bernd Bassalleck
Angela Bates
Jim Bates
Jacob Baudhuin
Jonathan Baumgardner
Anna Bavido
Mark H. and Judy Bayliss
Lori and Peter Beale
Bryan Beard
Philip Beaton
Leoniece Beatty
Catherine Beauchamp
Jeff Beauchamp
Gayla Bechtol
Richard Bechtold
David Becker
Ralph and  

Leeanne Becker
Anne Beckett
Sarah and Robert Bednarz
Kay Beeley and  

Joseph Mundy
Chamika Begaye
David Belford
Delores Bell

Dona G. Bell
Molly A. Bell
Patricia Belling
Jeane Beltran
Karen Bender
Sidney Bender, MD
Jim Benenson
Karen Benke
Judith Benkendorf and 

Norman Marks
Mary Bennett and  

Richard Olcott
Ron Bennett
Drew Bennie
Aja Benson
Jennifer Benson
Jody Benson
Lawrence and  

Carolyn Benson
Reed Benson and  

Melinda Harm Benson
Annie Benzon
Joanie Berde
Kathlene Beres
Gary Berg
Marissa and Daniel Berg
Rick Berg and  

Phyllis Bergman
Sarah and Jeff Berg
Toni Berg
Rachelle Bergmann
Shelli Bergmann
William Bergner
Claudia Bergsohn
David and Joan Berish
Budd D. Berkman
Jean Berlowitz
Daniel Berman
Michael Berman and 

Jennifer Six
Janet Berry
K. Lynn Berry
Patricia Bertasi
Bobbe Besold
John Besser
Alma Best
Dan Best
Elaine Best
Carl Bickford
Monica Bierge
Ari Biernoff
John Bigelow

THANKS 
TO OUR 
DONORS

The Gila Wilderness is a 558,014-acre (872-square-mile) part of New Mexico’s 
Gila National Forest. The designation of wilderness is the highest form of 

protection available at the federal level. New Mexico has 39 wilderness areas 
with the Gila as its largest.

Middle Fork of the Gila River.
Photo by Sara Bergthold
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Richard Bigelow and 
Mary Stoecker

Catherine and John Bing
Wayne E. Bingham and 

Linda LaGrange
Kim Birdsall
Leslie Bishop
William and Lillian Biss
Bradley Black
Sarah Black
Joan Blackburn
Jenny Blackmore
Joseph and  

Katherine Blagden
Greg Blair
Carrie Blake
Lawrence and  

Deborah Blank
Marilyn Blank
Douglas and Gay Blech
Margaret Blewett
Pamela Bliss
Thomas and Anne Blog
Joseph Blondo
Carla Bloom
Jim and Jackie Blurton
Richard Bodner
Marsha Bol
Bruce and  

Cynthia Bolene
Christina Bolgiano
Patrick Bollotta
Thomas Bombaci Jr.
Doug Bond
Steve Bonowski
Camille Booher
Sharon Bookwalter
Beau Borrero and  

Holly Davis Borrero
Emily Bosland
Karen A. Boston
Justin Boucher
Ted and Shirley Boucher
Candace Boulay
Cynthia Bourguet
Nancy Bourne
William Bowen
Cyndy Bowra
Juliana Boxer
Jeff and Allison Boyd
Chris Boyd

Sharon Boyd and  
Donna Bunten

Kenneth G. Boykin
Taryn Braband
Adrienne Webb Braden
Catherine Bradley
Howard and  

Misako Bradley
Kevin Brady
Marianne Bragg
John Braly
Sally Brant
Misty Braswell
Candace Breen-Lee and 

Bob Lee
Jennifer Brewer
Patricia Brewer
Rebecca and  

Robert Brewer
Terese and  

Patrick Bridges
Dana and Daniel Brienza
Michael Brillante
Brindle Foundation
Barbara Brink
Amy Brooker
Ann Brooks
Richard Brooks
James, Tisha, Trevor and 

Cassidy Broska
Leslie Broughton
George Brown and 

Regina Mosser
Grace Brown
Hamilton Brown and 

Martha Worthington
James Brown and  

Astrid Kodric-Brown
James and  

Elizabeth Brown
Joanne Brown
Karen S. Brown
Kevin Brown
Rick and Kathy Brown
Sandra Brown
Sharon A. Brown
Tim Brown
Harry Browne
Celestyn Brozek
Bruce Haibach and  

Lynn Umbreit

James Brunt
Nolina Bryant
Hugh Bryce
Jamie Brytowski
Arlene Buchholz
Judy Buckingham and 

Bob Williams
John Buckley
Budd and Cindy 

Buddington
G A. Buder III
Bob and Trish Buerger
Terrye Bullers
Bureau of Reclamation
Magda and Jeffrey Burger
Kurt Burk
Larry and Gabrielle Burke
Lisa Burkstaller and 

Andrew Aagard
Leslie Burnside
Steve Burstein
Ruth Burstrom
Jay Bush and  

Peggy Rudberg
Jaleel Butler
Mike Butterfield
Reagan Butts
Claire Byer
Julie A. Byers
Susan Byersdorfer
Leslie and James Byrnes
Lynne Cabral
Mark Calamia
Charles Caldwell
Charles and  

Barbara Calef
David Calhoun
Carolyn Callaway and 

William Schuler
Patricia Callaway
Lissa Callirhoe
Nubia Calro
Christopher and  

Carol Calvert
Sharron Calvin
Craig Campbell
Doug Campbell
James Campbell and 

Wanda Hadley
Mary Campbell
Robert Campbell

Pablo Candelaria
Connie Carichner
Brad Carlson and 

Barbara Garza
Tina Carlson
Patricia Carlton
Barbara Carmichael
Wreatha Carner
Rodney D. Carnes
Betsey Carpenter
Lawrence Carreon
Linda Carroll
Carroll Petrie Foundation
Jean Carsey
Corbin Carsrud
Susan Carswell
Loretta Leona Carter
Marshall Carter-Tripp
William Cary
Rosemary Cascio
Tom Casey and Patricia 

Graham-Casey
Cassidy and Associates
Andrea Castellanos
Andraya Castillo
Elizabeth Castillo
Velasity Castillo
Carol Castleberry
Anita Cates
Shelly Catterson
Mary Caviggia
Nancy Cella
Center for Civic Policy 
Cheryl Certosimo
Veronica Ceulen
Nancy Chalat and  

Tom Noaker
Rod Chambers
Cheryl Chandler
Benjamin Chaney
Jeffrey Chang
Dr. Barbara Chang-

Wai-Ling
Amy Chapman
Donna Chapman
W.G. and Elaine Chapman
Michal Charles
Michael Chartrand
Gail Chasey
David Chasteen
Adrianna Chavez

Suzanne and  
Gerald Chavez

Tammy Chew and  
Diane Mettelman

Celina Chino
Janie Chodosh
Howard Chou
Marc Choyt and  

Helen Chantler
Deborah Christensen 

and Michel Richard
Lorie Christian
James Chubon
Tom Chyba
Cid’s Food Market
Mary Cisper
Casey Citrin
Susan and Paul Citrin
Martha Clair and  

Paul Manning
Doug and Carla Clark
Jack and Cindy Clark
Jody Clark
Keith Clark
Leslie Clark
Steven Clark
Tobin Clark
Nova Clarke
Carole Clarkson
Steve Clay
Christine Clayton
Carol Clendenning
Maxine Cleveland
Louise E. Cliche
Mary Cline
Robin Cline
James Clow
Susan Clynch and  

Kevin Goodrich
Camille Coates
Kelle Cochran
Tom Coen
Robert Coffey
Beth A. Cohen
Dr. Karen Cohen and 

Robert Templeton
Morty Cohen
Bertram Cohn
Diane Coker
Coker Foundation
Kathryn Colbert
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The Mogollon Box 
Staff photo

The Mogollon Mountains traverse an arc across the wilderness. The tallest peak 
within this range, Whitewater Baldy at 10,895 feet is in the northwest part of 
the wilderness along with several other summits more than 10,000 feet high.  
At the northeast corner is the prominent Black Mountain rising to 9,287 feet.

Martha Colbert
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Jaguar, Pantera onca.
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Wikimedia Commons

The Gila Wilderness features the Gila River, one of the last undammed 
rivers in the country. The Wilderness contains the West Fork, Middle 

Fork, and much of the East Fork of the Gila River. Riverside elevations 
of around 4,850 feet are the lowest in the wilderness.

The Gila River from above.
Photo by Michael Melford/National Geographic
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NUMBER OF 
LEGISLATOR 

CONTACTS  
BY SUPPORTERS

2,745

WILDERNESS RANGER 
STEWARDSHIP BY THE NUMBERS
1320 Citizen Scientist Volunteer Hours

65 Miles of Trail Cleared
298 Logs Cut

1253  Stewardship Volunteer Hours
133 Illegal Campsites Dismantled

136 Community Scientists Engaged

Above right: Invasive thistle removal in the Gila Wilderness by one of our Wilderness Rangers. Staff photo
Below right: Wilderness Rangers using a crosscut saw in the San Pedro Parks Wilderness. Staff photo
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The Gila Wilderness is home to predators such as the 
bobcat and cougar. Mule deer, white-tailed deer, pronghorn, 

black bear, collared peccary, gray fox, bighorn sheep, and 
white-nosed coati are also found in the wilderness. 

White nosed coatimundi. 
Photo courtesy of Adobe Stock

Gambel’s quail drinking.
Photo courtesy of Adobe Stock

Bobcats playing.
Photo courtesy of Adobe Stock
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The wilderness area was once home to the Mogollon culture, a 
prehistoric Native American civilization known for its cliff dwellings, some 
of which can still be seen at the Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument. 
These ancient structures provide a glimpse into the lives of the people 

who once thrived in this rugged environment.

Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument.  
Photo by Laima M. SwansonWhite nosed coatimundi. 

Photo courtesy of Adobe Stock
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The Gila Wilderness became the focus of conservation efforts thanks to the 
pioneering work of Aldo Leopold.  A forest supervisor for the U.S. Forest Service, 
he recognized the need to protect the area from overdevelopment and advocated 

for its preservation. In 1924, his efforts culminated in the designation of the  
Gila Wilderness as the first wilderness area in the United States, marking a 

significant milestone in the history of conservation.

Aldo Leopold overlooking the Gila in 1938. 
Photo courtesy of the Aldo Leopold Foundation
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The 1964 Wilderness Act proclaimed “a wilderness…is hereby recognized  
as an area where the earth and its community of life are untrammeled  

(self-willed or unhindered) by man, where man himself is a visitor  
who does not remain.” 

Bathers enjoying one of the Gila’s many hot springs. 
Photo by Krystyna Gonzalez
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NUMBER OF 
ADVOCACY  

ACTIONS 

11,032 

The Gila Region supports several small packs of the rare and 
endangerred Mexican gray wolf.  This keystone species was 
hunted to near extinction, but New Mexico Wild and many 

partners have worked for decades to restore them  
to sustainable population levels.

Mexican gray wolf.
Photo courtesy of Adobe Stock
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NEW MEXICO WILD is proud to have  
a Four-Star Rating from Charity Navigator  

and a Gold Rating from GuideStar.
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Wild Guide: Passport to New Mexico 
Wilderness, Second Edition
This comprehensive guide to New Mexico’s 
protected wildlands is the only book that fea-
tures each of the 
state’s designated 
wilderness areas 
and wilderness 
study areas as well 
as other trea-
sures such as the 
Rio Grande del 
Norte and Organ 
Mountains-Desert 
Peaks national 
monuments. This 
second edition has 
been updated to 
include New Mexico’s 13 new wilderness areas, 
which were established in March 2019 when a 
federal public lands package became law.
Part hiking guide and part reference book, 
the Wild Guide can help you discover our best 
public lands. 
You can order the Wild Guide on our website:  
nmwild.org/shop.

Three More Opportunities to Enjoy Our Wildlands
New Mexico Wild has created guides for you to access the best wild areas of our beautiful state. 

COMING THIS SPRING…
Wild Waters: Passport to New Mexico 
Rivers
The Wild Waters guide is both a printed and 
digital companion to New Mexico Wild’s Wild 
Guide and presents 
20+ of the most 
important river 
segments in New 
Mexico. This is 
a must-have for 
anyone who shares 
an interest in the 
wildlife, geology, 
cultural and 
historical values, 
river protection, 
and recreational 
opportunities that these rivers provide.
We will announce the availability to members 
when the guide is available.
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New Mexico Wild Online Hiking 
Guide
The public lands of New Mexico contain 
some of the best hiking trails in the nation. 
The gems among those trails are found in 
our 39 wilderness areas. We’ve collected 100 
of the best hikes in these pristine areas for 
this online hiking guide. You can select trails 
through a variety of filters and then print out 
trail information to take along. Then add a trail 
report when you are back and let us know 
about your experience!
You can register to use the New Mexico Wild 
Hiking Guide for free at hike.nmwild.org.
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New Mexico Wild’s Wilderness Legacy Fund  
provides a way for donors to protect our public 

lands far into the future.

The fund is designed to accept gifts through bequests and 
other planned giving methods, but outright donations are 
welcome. The Legacy Fund is ideal for unrestricted gifts 
because the future needs of the organization may change, 
and unrestricted gifts offer the greatest flexibility. However, 
restricted gifts for a specific purpose may also be accepted for 
the fund with approval from the New Mexico Wild executive 
director. 

If you would like to donate to the Wilderness Legacy Fund, 
please contact Tisha Broska, Deputy Director,  
New Mexico Wild, tisha@nmwild.org or 505-321-6131.

Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge. Photo courtesy of Adobe Stock


