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Senator Heinrich Senator Lujan | %‘

709 Hart Senate Office 498 Russell Senate Office e
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Representative Leger- Representative Stansbury Representative Vasquez
Fernandez 1421 Longworth House Office 322 Cannon House Office
2417 Rayburn House Office  Building, Washington, DC Building, Washington, DC
Building, Washington, DC 20515 20515

20515

Dear New Mexico Congressional Delegation,

As religious and spiritual leaders from diverse traditions across New Mexico, we are asking for
the creation of legislation for permanent protection of the Caja del Rio. We join with the All
Pueblo Council of Governors, the Santa Fe County Commission, and the Mayor of Santa Fe in
calling for permanent protection and responsible stewardship of the Caja del Rio.

The Caja del Rio is one of the most remarkable cultural, religious, and archeological landscapes
in America. Spanning over 106,000 acres of public land, the Caja contains cacti forests, river
canyons, and grasslands that provide important habitat for elk, deer, bear, cougar, bald and
golden eagles, and desert songbirds. What originally started as wild game migration trails across
the Caja became Pueblo footpaths. Thousands of years later, one of these paths became the
famed El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro, the Spanish trade route that ran from Mexico City to
Ohkay Owingeh Pueblo. Centuries later, portions of this route were designated New Mexico
Highway 1 running up La Bajada Hill. Considered one of the world’s greatest engineering feats,
this highway became part of New Mexico’s vie for statehood. Decades later, portions of N.M. 1
crossing the Caja became part of Route 66, the “Mother Road” that brought forth western
expansion and hope out of the Great Depression. For millennia, the Caja del Rio has told the
complex story of the confluence of New Mexico’s cultures and speaks to the sacred connection
between the people, land, water, and wildlife that makes us who we are today.

As faith and spiritual leaders that deeply value the Caja’s rich cultural, religious, and ecological
values, we recognize that the Caja del Rio brings diverse groups and cultures together. The Caja
del Rio continues to be a sacred area of prayer and pilgrimage for many of the Pueblos and local
communities surrounding the Caja del Rio. The area continues to be an important place of
prayer, worship, silence and solitude for individuals and communities throughout northern New
Mexico. The Caja del Rio also acts as a sacred healing space for many who have experienced
grief and trauma. In a society that desperately needs healing, the Caja del Rio has been an
invaluable place for individuals and communities to come together in unity, prayer, healing, and
wholeness.



Legislation promoting permanent protection and responsible stewardship will give the Caja’s
land, water, wildlife, cultural, archeological, and sacred sites protection while ensuring that
traditional New Mexican land uses can be protected for future generations. The call to protect the
Caja del Rio has broad support from a diverse coalition of local Tribal and Hispanic leaders,
veterans, faith and spiritual leaders, businesses, conservationists, hunters and traditional land
users, city and county governments as well as various wildlife organizations. Legislation to
protect the Caja del Rio will also ensure that this fragile landscape gets dedicated federal
resources for increased law enforcement, public education, and landscape-scale planning.

We are asking you to act now to protect the Caja del Rio for future generations of New Mexicans

and Americans.

Thank you for your consideration,

Reverend Andrew Black
EarthKeepers 360 & First Presbyterian
Church of Santa Fe

Santa Fe, NM 87501

Joseph Brophy Toledo

Traditional Leader Jemez Pueblo and
Flower Hill Institute

Jemez Pueblo, NM 87024

Sister Joan Brown, osf

Franciscan Sister and Co-Founder New
Mexico Interfaith Power and Light
Albuguerque, NM 87125

Desirée Bernard, Executive Director
Interfaith Power & Light of New Mexico
and El Paso

Santa Fe, NM 87505

Reverend Carolyn Metzler
Episcopal Diocese of the Rio Grande
Datil, New Mexico 87821

Reverend Dr. Harry Eberts
First Presbyterian Church
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

Reverend Dr. Stephen J. Miller
Disciples of Christ (retired)
Albuguerque, NM 87107

Archbishop John Charles Wester
Archdiocese of Santa Fe
Albuquerque, NM 87120

Tribal Leader Jon Naranjo
Santa Clara Pueblo/ Hopi and Flower Hill Institute
Santa Clara Pueblo, New Mexico 87532

Rabbi Nahum Ward-Lev

Author: The Liberating Path of the Hebrew Prophets:
Then and Now

Santa Fe, NM 87505

Roshi Joan Halifax
Upaya Zen Center
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

Reverend Larry Davis
Trinity Lutheran Church
Farmington, New Mexico 87401

Reverend James D Brown
Member of Presbytery of Santa Fe
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87508

Reverend Elizabeth Graham
Embudo and Emmanuel Presbyterian Churches
Dixon, New Mexico 87527



The Honorable Bruce D. Black, Deacon
First Presbyterian Church Santa Fe
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Reverend James M. Collie
La Mesa Presbyterian Church, PCUSA
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Reverend Dr. Robert Woodruff
Second Presbyterian Church
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102

Reverend Talitha J. Arnold
United Church of Santa Fe
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Reverend John Guthrie
Presbytery of Santa Fe
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87506

Reverend Dr. Kenneth Cuthbertson
Presbyterian (PCUSA)
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Reverend San Williams
First Presbyterian Church in Santa Fe
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87507

Reverend Drew Henry
Immanuel Presbyterian Church
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106

Reverend Dr. Sarah Tevis Townes
Church of the Good Shepherd, UCC
Albuquerqgeu, New Mexico 87122

Reverend Erica Lea-Simka
Albugquerque Mennonite Church
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106

Reverend Tiffany Curtis

The Open Circle: A Disciples of Christ
Community

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Reverend Seth Finch
Covenant Presbyterian Church (USA)
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87112

Elder Bonnie Crispin
New Life Presbyterian Church
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Reverend Dr. Holly Beaumont
Interfaith Worker Justice - New Mexico
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87508-9476

Sister Marlene Perrotte, rsm
Sisters of Mercy
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87125

Reverend Lynne Hinton
New Mexico Conference of Churches
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87125

Reverend Madeline Hart-Anderson
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

Reverend Ashley Birk
First Presbyterian Church of Santa Fe
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Member Charlotte Smith
Baha'i of Albuquerque
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87121

Sister Maria Isabel Galbe
Religious of the Assumption
Chaparral, New Mexico 88081

Reverend H. Blaine Wimberly
Mountainside Methodist
Cedar Crest, New Mexico 87008

Elder Dorothy Bowen
Las Placitas Presbyterian Church
Placitas, New Mexico 87043

Dr. Larry Rasmussen
United Church of Santa Fe
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Reverend Anita Amstutz
Mennonite
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87031



Reverend Susan Carroll Gaffney

First Congregational United Church of
Christ

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87123

Reverend David Whiteley

Jemez Springs Community Presbyterian
Church

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025

Reverend Takako Terino

Jemez Springs Community Presbyterian
Church

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025

Reverend Tricia Dykers Koenig
Presbyterian Church (USA)
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87113

Reverend Dr. Jim Hoque (retired)
United Church of Santa Fe
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544

Reverend Dr. Andy Stoker
Central United Methodist Church
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106

Spiritual Director Jeannie Bowman
First Presbyterian Church Santa Fe
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87506

Reverend Dr. Brett Mitchell
La Mesa Presbyterian Church
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87108

Reverend Kristi Koppel
St. Paul Lutheran Church
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102

Dr. Bruce D. Hunn
St.Francis Episcopal Church
Rio Rancho, New Mexico 87048

Reverend Rhonda Newby-Torres

Lutheran Campus Ministry of New
Mexico

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106

Reverend Hannah Scanlon
Menaul School
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107

Reverend Clara Sims
Assistant Executive Director NMIFPL
Los Lunas, New Mexico 87552

Rulling Elder Malissa Haslam
First Presbyterian Church (PCUSA)
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Reverend Gail Marriner
Unitarian Universalist
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87508

Vestry Member Roger Ludwig
St. Jame Episcopal Church
Taos, New Mexico 87571

Rabbi Min Kantrowitz

Director of Shutafi: NM Jewish Community
Connections

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87104

Reverend Ryan Tate
First Spiritual Church of the Rio Grande
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87120

Reverend Munro Sickafoose
Unitarian Universalist
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87522

Reverend Carmen Retzlaff
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Valdez, New Mexico 87580

Leslie Fagre, Council Member
United Church of Christ Santa Fe
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87508

Elder Consuelo Ochoa de Walker

Westminster Presbyterian Church Creation Care
Chair

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501



Brother Ignacio Harding

Cabrini Franciscan Border Migrant
Ministry

El Paso, TX 79915

Reverend Gary Kowaiski
Unitarian Congregation of Taos
Taos, New Mexico 87557

Reverend Anne Morawki

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109

Deacon Jan Krakow
St.Paul Lutheran Church
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87111

Lay Leader Dawn Rosignol
Monte Vista Christian Church
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106

Deacon Mary Norris
First Presbyterian Church Santa Fe
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87506

Lay Leader Arthur Neudek
First Presbyterian Church Santa Fe
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87508

Reverend Vangie Chavez
Rising Sun Christian Community
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87114

Deacon Kelly Truesdell
First Presbyterian Church of Santa Fe
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Dr. Kathleen O’Malley
St.Terese of the Little Flower
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107

Deacon Bruce R. Goslin
First Presbyterian Church of Santa Fe
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Sister Theresa Louisa Woo Ching
Little Sisters of the Poor
Gallup, New Mexico 87301

Dana Bender, Director of Family Ministry
United Church of Santa Fe
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Jennifer Black, Director of Family Ministry
First Presbyterian Church of Santa Fe
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Joanne Lefrak, Director of Experience and Social
Impact

Ghost Ranch Education & Retreat Center
Abiquiu, New Mexico 87510

Lay Leader Marlin Johnson
Sandia Presbyterian Church
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87111

Teacher Donald Handrick
The Buddhist Center Thubten Norbu Ling
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87507

Reverend Todd Wynward
Mountain States Mennonite Conference
Taos, New Mexico 87571

Donna Detweiler, Co-Rider Faith in Action
Albuquerque Mennonite Church
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106

Juanita Thorne Connerty, Deacon, Elder & Session
Member

First Presbyterian Church of Sant Fe

Espanola, New Mexico 87532

Reverend Benjamin Larzelere
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87112

Reverend Patty L. Ebner
First Congregational Albuquerque
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87120



Elizabeth B. Roghair, Ruling Elder
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

Deacon Arlena Jackson
First Presbyterian Church of Santa Fe
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87507

Reverend Dewey Johnson
Rio Grande Presbyterian Church
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87121

Judy Traeger, Lay Leader
St. John XXIII Catholic Community
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87111

Reverend Dr. Frank Yates
Rio Rancho Presbyterian Church
Albuquerque New Mexcio 87111
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Revered Karen Cobb
Chaplain, Presbytery of Santa Fe
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87112

Reverend Matt Bridges
St. John’s United Methodist Church of Santa Fe
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Carmichael Dominguez, Hispanic Community
Organizer

EarthKeepers360

Santa Fe, New Mexcio 87507

Betsy Windisch

Westminster Presbyterian Church Gallup
Gallup, New Mexico 87301

Elder Roger Said
First Presbyterian Church of Santa Fe
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87506
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